
Thank you for requesting public comments on this subject.

I have held an Amateur radio license since 1998, and had to work very hard to
earn it. I've worked my way up the ranks to Amateur Extra, and believe that the
Morse code requirement of 5 wpm should remain in effect for operation below 30
MHz. Morse code is often the only mode capable of delivering a message
(especially in an emergency) and removal of this code requirement will ensure
the extinction of this valuable mode.

A word about license classes: Since the removal of the Novice, Tech Plus and
Advanced classes, some confusion exists about an Technician class operator using
frequencies under 30 MHz. The Tech Plus license class was a very good idea, and
should not have been scrapped. I agree with removal of the Novice and Advanced
classes.

The Novice and Technician licenses should only allow VHF and higher
communications, and serve as an entry level license. To allow HF operation for
these licensees would destroy any incentive to upgrade.

I believe that the Tech Plus license should be reinstated, and any Technician
class operator with Element 1 credit should be upgraded to Tech Plus.

HF privilages should begin with the Tech Plus license - but just the current
sliver of bands currently allocated. The brilliance of the Novice and Technician
licenses is the motivation to upgrade - to learn, experiment, grow, etc.

Please do not bow to pressure from other countries which are removing the 5 wpm
code exam for HF privilages. With all of the progress made by Riley
Hollingsworth and others, please don't let our precious HF bands become the next
Citizen's Band (CB).


